
Your 
Seattle 
Fire Department 
Claude Harris, Chief 
Charles Royer, Mayor 

October 31, 1988 

Ms. Shirley Axelrod 
Seattle City Light 
Room 922 

Dear r~s. Axel rod: 

This is in response to your telephone request for Ordinance 
regulations of the Fire Code concerning underground tanks in the City 
of Seattle. 

The Seattle Fire Department issues permits and supervises the removal 
of ahandoned underground tanks. Enclosed you will find copies of the 
Seattle Uniform Fire Code regulation and Seattle Fire Department 
Inspection guideline 80.25. Also included are the conditions for 
underground storage tank removal/abandonment. 

I hope this information is helpful and if you have any further 
questions, please ~ontact Inspector Don Brenneman at 386-1450. 

Ver.v truly yours, 

CLAUDE HARRIS, CHIEF 
Seattle Fire Department 

Chief B. L. Hansen 
Fire Marshal 

RLH:DR:dp 

Enclosure 

An equal employment opportunity- affirmative action employer. 

City of Seattle-Fire Department, 301 Second Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98104, (206) 386-1400 
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Abandonment and Status of Tanks 

s~c. 79.11.3. Ia) Permit,, Fer permit\ IU rcrnm<:. ;,h~nJ,n. r:~,·c tcmrnran\\ 
out or' ~Cr'- ic-L~ 1:"1r utht:n.\ h~ Ji'?'J"C of J.n~ llJrnm~thk lH ~-,,mbu ... uDk ~tl;U1d t.mJ.... 
~cc- S~..·(:wn ~ 1 t_ll 

I 

79.1, 3-79.201 UNIFORM FIRE COOE 

(b) Tanks Temporaril)· Out of Service. Tanks tempor.rrily out of scr•ice sh3ll 
have the fill line, gag: opening and pump connection secured ag:1inst tampering. 
Vent lirJes shall remain open and be maintained in accordance with the require
ments of this artic;le for vent lines. 

(c) Tanks Out of Sen·ice 90 Days. Any tank not used for a period of 90 days 
sha[! be prope:ly safeguarded or removed in a manner approved by the chief. 

Tanks which ;!.J'e to be placed back in service shall be tested in a manner 
approved by the chief. 

(d) Abo,·eground Tanks Out of Sen·i<:e One Year. Any abo"eground tank 
which has been abandoned for a period of one year shall be removed from the 
pro{X:rty in a manner approved by the chief. 

(e) Underground Tanks Out of Sen ice One Year. Any underground tank 
which has been abandonee! for a period of one year shall be eit~er removed from 
the ground and the hole properly filled or such tank may be ab3ndoned in place 
ar.d safeguarded in a manner and with material approved by the chief. 

(f) Reinstallation of Tanks. Tanks which are to be reinstalled for flammable or 
combustible liquid service shall comply with all of the provisions of this article . 
See Division VI of this article. 

Fire Protection 
! Sec. 79.114. Fin: protection for the storage. transportation and dispensing of 

I flammable liquids shall be in accordance with Article lO e•.cept as otherv.-ise 
provided in this article. 
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E.:..7TL.E fiRE OEPARTKEIH 

:t5;lt.CTIO:l GUIDELINE 

No.~ 

U3 J~ Of: ABUDDNNENT OF TANKS 

::<.::COOt: REFERE,CE: Section 79.221 

I:JrTIONAL REFERENCE: NFPA Standard JO 

1. PERM[TS: 

A perr.~it (Code 799) 1s required to remove! abandon~ place 
temporarily aut of service or otherwise dlSpose of any 
flammable or coJDbustible liquid tank. 

I. CODE: 

c. 

The lnstallatiDn of aboveground and underground flam
mable or combustible liquid tank~ is done under permit 
from the Department of Construct1on and Land Use. 

The remuval. placing ten:'porari~y out of service. aban
donment or other such d1Spos1t1on of flammable or com .. 
!lustible liquid tank.s is done under permit from the 
Seattle Fire Department. 

DEFINITIONS: 

1. REMOVAL OF TAIII.S means to physically remove a tank 
from the location fn whfch ft was installed under 
pe.-mi t fl"om the ~·.epartment of Construction and land 
Use. 

2. To place TEMPORARILY OUT OF SERYJCE.means to disconw 
ti nue tl'te use of the ian~ for a per1od not less than 
90 days and not more th.an one {l) year. 

3. ABA•DONIII£1T of tanks means to discontinue the use for 
a per1od longer than one year. 

&UIDELINES -- FNO: 

L 

.• 

A.ny flam&nat»le or combustible liquid tank. larger than 
110 gallons and not used for a period less than one 
{1) year stull be properly safeguarded. 

0. 

Fill 1;nest gauge openings and pump connections 
must be secured against tampering. 

\fent lines H11ll remain open and be maintairled 
in accordance with the requirements of UFC 
Article 19, {See "vent lines"). 

80 .zs - l 8/82 

•• ·..ru!.:lL 

Any flammable or cDmbustible liquids tank larger than 
110 gallons, -.hlch has been abandoned for a per"iod of 
one (1) yeH shall be removed from the property. 
Procedures for removal are !S f'ol10'o11S: 

0Dtain Fire Department permit. (Code 799) 

b. FMO i~spector to be at tank. reaoval site Jlril:lr 
to l'ellloval. 

Tank to be coaptetely empty of all flammable or 
combustible liquids. prior to removal. 

d. TG ensure that the tank .atmosphere ha!O. bel!n 
inerted, one (1) pound of dry ice (Carbon diOA'ide) 
per 50 gallon capacity Clf the tank must be 
inserted tn the tank. (A 1000 gallon tank would 
require 20 pounds of dry ice) .. 

(I) Wa1t a oi nimum of 60 ~:~inutes for dry ice 
to vaporize. Vapors should begin to sho-. 
at the fill plpe at thi~ tir.ze. 

(2) Tes.t with a Carbon dioxfde tester. When 
a readlng of 60S COz is .achieved. tanli: 
removal may begin. 

(3) C02 fire extingu1shti"S are not to be used 
for inerting purposes. 

e. Tanks •ith b!ffles to prevent mover.'ler:! of liquld 
must be certified gas free b:f 1:1 Marfne Chemist or
Petroleum Industry Safety Engineer regularly 
engaged in that business orior to removal. 

f. Tanks larger than 10.000 gallons must be certified 
gas free by e. Marfne Cher.~ht or a Petroleum 
Industry Safety Engineer. 

g. Wrftten certifico~~tion that the tank. is gas free 
~nust be provided by the Marine Chemist or Petroleum 
Safety Engi n@f!r. 

t. Any flammable or- combustible liquid tank wl'lich has 
been abandoned for a period of one Cl) _ye!r shall be 
removeO: from the ground and the ho1e pr~;;;erly 
filled. If circur:utances warrantt however. such 
tank ~nay be aba!"'donel:l in place and safeguardecl in a 
•unne.- and with nat erial ap;;~roved by the Chier. 

a. Slurried cenent hH been an accepted ~atertal 
for- filling the tank. 

'i~. 25 - 8/B? 

D. GUIDELINES - OPERATION~; 

Same as FMO. 

at-:..? 
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